
 

 

 Chapter 12.                                    
• Continue reading the book 
• Referring to Watts past life in London  
• Reminded the children that Mr Watts was white  
• Mrs Siep came to speak to the class 
• Dolores spoke about the devil 
• Challenges Mr Watts to his beliefs on the devil  
 
At this point in time Mr Watts and the children are continuing through the book of Great 
Expectations. They have reached a segment in the book which is referring to Pip’s life in London 
and Mr Watts evidentially has a history in this part of the world. He shares his experiences with the 
class about him being poor and giving the last of his money to an old woman beggar. He later sees 
her in a café which he can now not afford to eat at and she ‘Looked through him without a flicker of 
recognition.’ 
 
Through reading this part of Great Expectations and listening to Mr Watts tell of his own 
experiences it reminded the children of his colour. The fact that he was different and he had lived 
and experienced a world that they could not begin to imagine, a world that was only partially being 
shaped by the words chosen by Mr Dickens. 
 
Mrs Siep had now come into the class to talk to the children about fish bait. She was accompanied 
by Dolores, seemingly as moral support in a situation that was unfamiliar. She spoke of the remora 
fish and the trigger fish, supplying information to the children that could quite possibly be of use to 
them. Mrs Siep had created a positive atmosphere within the classroom that was noted by all the 
children whom applauded her insightful information without the prompting of Mr Watts. This 
atmosphere was quickly changed however when it was Dolores’ turn to step forward and share her 
story. 
 
She chose to speak of the devil, a touchy subject to Mr Watts and later on Matilda. She spoke of 
her own experiences with the devil coming as a form of an ugly woman when she was a child. She 
told of the dark magic that turned the ugly woman into an even uglier bird which devoured 2 
smaller birds. Dolores always had to have a moral to the story, otherwise what was the point in 
wasting time to tell it in the first place. She spoke about the devil testing people for this is what it 
did best, it would test your convictions. 
 
Through all of this talk of the devil and the finding out that Matilda did not believe in the devil but 
rather in Pip she came back to the classroom once again and challenged Mr Watts on his views on 
the devil. This could be purely to try and fault him, or to acknowledge the fact that a fictional 
character was becoming of more importance to Matilda then her own mothers beliefs. 
 
 Themes: Religion, the power of literature  
 
 



 

 

 
 
Chapter 13. 
• Finished reading Great expectations  
• Matilda didn't like how the book ended 
• The book created an escape for the class 
• The redskins came to the island looking for the rebels 
• PIP was discovered written in the sand  
• Mr Watts stepped into the skin of Mr Dickens  
• The redskins got impatient waiting for Pip and destroyed the homes and burnt all their belongings  
 
The children and Mr Watts had finished reading Great Expectations at this stage. Matilda was 
dissatisfied with how it ended and wanted to ask many questions but held back in fear of appearing 
dumb to Mr Watts. With finishing Great Expectations there came a deep loss in the children’s lives. 
They had no where to escape to, no other country to experience or enjoy. They were to return to 
their ordinary lives, without any prospect of escape, their days quickly lost all purpose. Mr Watts 
acknowledged this and suggested reading through Great Expectations a second time. Although the 
ending would stay the same, many were willing to read it a second time to allow them that freedom 
to escape to a different country once again. 
 
Suddenly one day Daniel asked Mr Watts what it was like to be white. Mr Watts responded with 
‘What is it like to be white on this island? A bit of what the last mammoth must have felt I suppose. 
Lonely at times.’ Mr Watts returns the question and asks Daniel what it is like to be black. He 
simply replies with ‘Normal.’ 
 
The redskins returned to their village in search of rebels. This situation is described at waited for, 
longed for, and needing to occur so that they might be able to breathe again. Waiting for the 
redskins to come was time consuming and when that time did eventuate they mentally prepared in 
every way they could be. It was like it was rehearsed, everyone knew where they had to be and 
what they were required to do. Everything was moving a long calmly until a soldier came from the 
beach saying he had seen PIP written in the sand.  
From this moment on a series of events unfolded which lead to the missing copy of Great 
Expectations, Matilda feeling as though she were singled out by the darkness that had descended 
over their lives, Mr Watts stepping into the skin of the greatest English author of the nineteenth 
century to protect a student and the arising moment of isolating Mr Watts from their kind once 
again. ‘We were used to Mr Watts in his suit. We were used to his eyes that wanted to leave his 
face; and the lean skinny frame that his clothes hung off. We had forgotten the shock of white in 
our sweating green world. And this was experienced all over again when Mr Watts and his wife 
were rounded up by the soldiers. “Now I saw Mr Watts through redskin eyes. I saw all those things 
we had grown used to fresh again. 
 
During this time the redskins believed that the village was hiding a rebel by the name of Pip. They 
searched for him in the houses of the villagers and destroyed all the personal belongings in their 



 

 

paths. They hurled all of their items into a pile and set them alight, allowing every person present to 
be reminded as to who had the authority here.  
 
Themes: Escapism, The power of Literature, Representation of the rebels  


